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Back Me Up, Scotty
Bob Hawes, ACGNJ

Just about three years ago, in Further Adventures in Time
Travel (my article in our December 2007 issue), right after
I’d finished ranting about the egregiously bad quality of
most CD/DVD media (but also listing brand names and
sources of the few good ones), [ wrote; “That’s about all
I’ve got at the moment on backup media. Next month, we’ll
look at some contemporary backup programs”. Here it is,
roughly thirty-six “next” months later, and I still haven’t
kept that promise (and, in fact, I won’t be doing it this time,
either). Now, I can hear someone asking; “What about all
those recent articles you wrote on drive imaging programs?
Don’t they count?” Well, yes and no, as I’ll explain a bit
further below. As to that promise, though, why didn’t I
keep it? Simply put, the fact is that I’ve never found a
backup program for my data files that I liked as much as
Colorado Backup for DOS; and I just can’t bring myself to
recommend anything less. However, this title has been
“burning a hole in my pocket” ever since I first thought of it
(maybe as much as five years ago). Because it’s now en-
tirely possible that I’ll never write a “backup programs”
article like the one I previously intended, I’ve decided to
use it for this article instead.

I feel quite silly explaining that it’s a twist on such a fa-
mous line as “Beam me up, Scotty”, but there’s a good
reason why I should. That catch phrase is so ubiquitous that

it’s really hard to believe that no “official” performer ever
actually said it until after it had become a cliche. It’s a
prime example of misquotation, a fairly common phenome-
non in literature and journalism. A real or fictional phrase
gets “distilled” through extraneous use until it comes out
sounding much better than the original source. William
Shatner (playing Captain James T. Kirk) never, ever said
those exact words, in that exact order, in any Star Trek TV
episode or movie. Not even (as some sources have errone-
ously reported) in Star Trek: The Animated Series. That’s
where he came closest, though, saying “Beam us up, Mr.
Scott”. (In passing, it should be noted that a lot of
“Trekkies” have been trying very, very hard for a very, very
long time to pretend that those cartoons never happened).
Anyway, we’re talking back-ups here, not beam-ups.

Almost from the day that I got my first PC, I kept my data
files separate from my operating system and program files,
backing up the former as often as possible; but backing up
the latter only as necessary (when I made changes, for
instance, such as adding or removing a program). For most
of that time, I kept my OS/program files and data files in
separate partitions. (Just recently, I’ve switched to keeping
them on completely different hard disks, which doesn’t
really change anything as far as philosophy is concerned).
My earliest backups were made to floppy disks, using the
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DOS program XCOPY to copy individual files and/or di-
rectories. My initial “whole partition” backups were also
made to floppies, first using the DOS programs BACKUP
and RESTORE, later using Central Point Backup (part of
PC Tools). When I added a tape backup drive to my com-
puter, Colorado Backup for DOS (CBD from now on) came
with it.

CBD handled both types of partitions equally well. For data
partitions, I did either full backups (every single file), or in-
cremental backups (only those files that had been changed
or added since the last backup). For operating system/pro-
gram file partitions, I always did full backups, except that I
modified my CBD control file so that it wouldn’t back up
the two DOS system files (I10.SYS AND MSDOS.SYS).
Those files had to be copied to one and only one place on a
drive, or else the computer wouldn’t boot; and the CBD Re-
store function just couldn’t reliably do that. To restore an
OS backup to an empty (but already formatted) partition on
a new hard disk, I first had to boot from a DOS floppy and
use the SYS command to properly install those two files.
After that, CBD could easily restore all the other files. (The
presence or absence of Windows 3.x didn’t make any dif-
ference. There was, in fact, a version of Colorado Backup
designed for Windows 3.1, but [ never, ever used it). Fol-
lowing these methods, I relied on CBD for several years
with no problems.

Then came Windows 95. Suddenly, the operating system
contained an enormous number of files, not just two. Fur-
thermore, CBD was no longer an option, since it couldn’t
handle the new long file names. Fortunately, there was Col-
orado Backup for Windows 95 (CBW from now on).
Unfortunately, it had several deficiencies.

I discovered most of them immediately; but there was one
that, to my sorrow, I didn’t notice for quite some time.
(That would be the introduction of the phenomena that |
call “time bugs”. Fortunately for your sanity, the purposes
of this article don’t require that I go into any further details
about them. It’s sufficient just to mention that they exist,
and that they really, really annoy me).

The biggest change was that CBW could only run under
Windows 95. Thus, if you needed to restore an OS backup
to an empty new hard disk, you had to first do a full, com-
plete reinstallation of Windows 95. That often took over an
hour. (In my opinion, much too long). As I’ve mentioned in
previous articles, I didn’t convert my main computer to
Windows 95 until 1997 (when compatibility with my job
required it). However, I did some experiments with Win-
dows 95 in late 1995 (or maybe it was early 1996). I used
an older computer with a spare hard disk for that purpose;
and when those experiments were done, but before I erased
that installation, I used it to make an official “Microsoft

Continued on page 4
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Back Me Up, SCOtty, continued

Windows 95 MS-DOS Startup Disk” (boot floppy). Then I
used it to make a full CBW backup of the C: drive as well.

I’d noticed that most of the files in the Windows directory
still used DOS style 8.3 filenames, and I wondered if it
could actually boot without any long file names. I decided
to find out. So I completely erased my experimental instal-
lation, and deleted its partition. Next, I booted that older
computer from the aforementioned Startup floppy, used its
FDISK command to create a new partition, used its FOR-
MAT command to format said partition, and used its SYS
command to install the Windows 95 versions of the two
DOS system files (which 95 did, in fact, still need) into that
partition. Then I used CBD to restore the full backup that
I’d made with CBW. It restored all of the files without dis-
playing any error messages; but, of course, it truncated all
of the long file names to just eight characters. (Because, af-
ter all, that was the only thing it knew how to do). Finally, I
rebooted the computer. This was the moment of truth.
Would it fully boot into Windows 95? Amazingly, it did!
As I expected, though, most of the installed programs did-
n’t work. (That was because the “Program Files” directory
didn’t exist. Its name had been truncated). Rather than try to
fix Program Files, I did a new installation of CBW from
scratch. (It came on a single floppy, so it went in fast).
Then, I re-restored that full CBW backup with CBW, to get
a complete and accurate result.

In a more reasonable amount of time (to my mind, anyway),
I’d regenerated a properly working Windows 95 installa-
tion; but as it turned out, it was too much of an inelegant
kludge. As a “quick and dirty” substitute for doing a Win-
dows 95 reinstallation from scratch, it was no doubt quick
enough; but it was much too dirty, retaining way too many
truncated vestiges from that first CBD restoration. The
mutoid eight character “duplicate” of Program Files was
easy enough to find and manually delete; but what about the
“evil twins” of other smaller directories, not to mention the
many extra files with inaccurately shortened names? They
hadn’t been overwritten when CBW correctly restored
their corresponding long file named counterparts. Putting it
in pseudo-medical terms, the “operation” had been a suc-
cess, and the “patient” had lived; but now it had several
heads, and quite a few additional arms and legs. All in all,
not an acceptable outcome. | had some ideas about writing
a batch file to automatically delete those vestigial items, or
maybe even compiling my own executable program to do
that (possibly writing it in the dBase programming lan-
guage); but the easiest move was to simply drop the whole
thing. So that’s what I did. Mentally, I put another big red
X in the NO column of my imaginary Adopt Windows 957
checklist, and moved on. A year or so later, when [ was fi-
nally forced, kicking and screaming, to take up Windows
95, this particular problem no longer existed. By that time,
I’d discovered Drive Image, from the late, great
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PowerQuest Corporation. Using it, and later Ghost for
DOS, and even more later Clonezilla and/or the other drive
imaging programs | examined in recent articles, I’ve had
satisfactory (though not necessarily perfect) solutions for
backing up and restoring operating system partitions ever
since. However, what about data partitions? They, after all,
comprise the true topic of this article. With them, I haven’t
been as lucky.

By inclination, not to mention hard-headed stubbornness, I
prefer to use good old DOS 8.3 filenames for my data files.
I thought about making this an absolute requirement for my
data partitions, so that I could continue backing them up
with CBD. However, even though I really hate to say it,
there are times when an extra character or two can come in
pretty handy. Plus, there’s the case of Internet generated
HTML files, where you just flat out have to accept the long
file names. So that wasn’t an option, and I had to switch to
CBW for my data backups. Now, every single Windows
program I ever saw that claimed to be an “upgrade” of a
DOS program lacked some component of the original DOS
version. Often, there were additions; but something was al-
ways left out. Originally, I’d planned to list those missing
Colorado features here; but that level of detail isn’t really
necessary to meet the scope of this article. Instead, I’1l just
say that I’d used them regularly with CBD, and that I defi-
nitely missed them in CBW. There was an addition, though,
that I really liked. Instead of using the tape drive, you could

back up your files to a QIC (Quarter Inch Cartridge) file on
your hard disk that was just pretending to be a tape. The
tape drives in my various computers used DC2120 tapes,
which had a native capacity of 120 MB. (With compres-
sion, I could usually get about 180 MB on a single tape).
Initially, that had seemed like quite a lot; but by 1997, I was
feeling the pinch. Of course, I could have bought larger ca-
pacity tape drives, but replacing them all (which I’d have to
do for compatibility) would have been prohibitively expen-
sive. Those new QIC files didn’t have any built-in size
limit, so they seemed to be an ideal solution.

I also got my first CD burner in 1997. That’s when I
changed my backup strategy from making tapes to writing
QIC files onto CDs. Eventually, it occurred to me that [
could “cut out the middleman” by eliminating those QIC
files and copying those files I wanted to back up directly to
a CD. I'd lose the advantage of compression, but I’d gain a
CD that could be easily searched using Windows 95°s
“Find > Files or Folders” function. That’s when I ran into
yet another example of the transcendent genius of
Microsoft. In their infinite wisdom, they’d adopted two dif-
ferent (and incompatible) Long File Name systems. The
LFN system on a Windows 95 hard disk produced longer
file names than their Joliet CD file system could handle,
and also permitted the use of several characters in those
names that Joliet wouldn’t allow. Using an example that I
mentioned previously, if you saved Internet generated

Continued on page 5
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Back Me Up, SCOtty, continued

HTML files to your hard disk, and then tried to write them
to a CD, their names would be truncated to the maximum
Joliet length, and Joliet compatible characters would be
substituted as necessary. In other words, they’d become un-
usable. The only way to back up such files was to store
them in a WinZip archive file, then give that file a name
acceptable to Joliet and write it to your CD. Using this
method did get those kinds of files onto your CD; but as a

result, you lost the ability to search for those files. All Hail
the Great God Gates!

Now, we’ve still got a long way to go before we’re fin-
ished. Except for a few words in our first sentence, we
haven’t even gotten started on the subject of substandard
media. However, my deadline is looming. Since I just got in
a nice dig against Microsoft, this seems like as good a place
as any to take a break until next month. See you then.

The Extremely Useful Control Panel

by Sandy Berger, www.compukiss.com

Just as you can use a car without manipulating anything un-
der the hood, you can also use a computer without
changing any settings. However, at a certain point you will
want to correct a setting, uninstall a program, change the
way your mouse works, or add another user. All of these
functions and many more are found in the Windows Con-
trol Panel. Don’t worry; the Control Panel is much easier to
navigate than the cables, wires, and mechanisms that you
find under the hood of a car....and you can use the tools in
the Control Panel without getting your hands dirty.

In geek-speak, the Control Panel is the central location for
all of the Windows operating system configuration needs.
In everyday terms, it the place where you can work with the
many tools that Windows offers to change and customize
all of the settings. The Control Panel is part of the

Window’s operating system’s graphical interface. As such,
you will find that it consists of easy-to-understand icons
that are each labeled as to their function.

The Control Panel has been around since the first version of
Windows. Over the years, it has morphed into a very useful
set of management tools for your computer. In a car you
need to know where the hood release lever is, in Windows,
you need to know how to access the Control Panel. In
Windows Vista and Windows 7, you can access the Control
Panel by clicking on the Start button and choosing Control
Panel from the right column of choices. In Windows XP,
you will click Start, then choose Control Panel from the left
column. If you don’t see the Control Panel listed, click on
Settings from the left column and then click on Control
Panel.

Continued above right
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The Control Panel is a little different in XP than it is in
Vista and Windows 7. So let’s talk about XP first. By de-
fault, the Windows XP Control Panel appears in what is
called “Category View”. This means that various functions
have been put into Categories. Previous versions of Win-
dows showed a list of icons, one for each function, in
Windows XP, this is called the “Classic View”. When you
open the Control Panel in Windows XP if you see several
categories listed you are in “Category View”. If you see a
window full of individual icons, you are in “Classic View”.
You can change the view by clicking on the words “Switch
to Classic View” or “Switch to Category View” which is on
the left side of the screen. Check out these two options and
see which one you like. You can switch between them quite
easily at any time.In Windows Vista, you have the same
choices, but you may have to click on “Control Panel
Home” on the left side of the screen before you can click
on “Classic View” or “Category View”.

Microsoft made some changes in the Control Panel in Win-
dows 7. They have eliminated the name Classic View. In
Windows 7 you will see the words “View by” on the upper
right side of the screen. Click on the down arrow next to
those words and you will have three views to choose from:
Category, Large Icons, or Small Icons. This Icon view is
really the same as the Classic View. I prefer to use the
Classic or Icon view, but again, you can check out all the
views and see which one you like best.

November 2010

ACGNJ News

There are 45 icons in the icon view in Windows 7 and
about the same number in previous versions. If you look at
the Classic or Icon view, you will see that the icons have
labels, like Display, Sound, Power Options, Mouse, Key-
board, User Accounts, Folder Options, and Devices and
Printers. You can click on any of these icons to open a win-
dow that will allow you to adjust, correct, and/or customize
the settings of these areas. Take a look around. Check out
Mouse area first. When you click on the mouse icon a win-
dows with options will appear. It will have tabs at the top.
You can click on each tab to see even more options. If you
have never looked at these before you will be amazed at the
number of things that you can do to customize your mouse.
You can switch the buttons if you are left-handed. You can
speed up or slow down the double-click speed. You can
change the looks of the pointer. If you are using a mouse
with a scroll wheel, you can even change how the wheel
behaves.

Try a few things. The only caveat here is to document the
changes that you are making so you can change them back
if you want to.

Each of the items in the Control Panel allows you to change
the settings in your computer. Look through and open up a
few of them. There are hundreds of things that you can
change and/or customize in the Windows operating system.
Some of the Control Panel items are very useful for every-
day tasks in Windows. Be sure to take a look.
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Immunet
Free AntiVirus Software Using New Technology

Ira Wilsker

Many users are blissfully unaware of the degree that virus
and malware threaten our computing safety and security.
According to published security reports, there are now over
12 million viruses, Trojans, worms, and other forms of
malware threatening us, with an average of 5400 new
threats and variants showing up every day. In 2009 alone,
over two million new threats were created, released, and de-
tected. Hardly a day goes by that I do not receive an email
or a call asking for help in cleaning an infected computer.

The current crop of the most common malware can steal
your identity by capturing your user names, account num-
bers and passwords, sending that information to deviants
who make fortunes selling your purloined information to
crooks that will drain your bank accounts and charge your
credit cards to their limits. Other common malware will hi-
jack your computer and add it to a “bot” of thousands of
other hijacked computers which can then be rented to
crooks to send out spam emails from your computer, or
used by terrorists to cyber attack other computers. These
occurrences are not some abstract work of science fiction,
but very real threats that victimize millions of computer
users every day.

Over the years I have heard countless lame excuses why
computer users do not use antivirus software. Some claim
that the virus threats are simply created by the software

companies to sell their product; others claim that the soft-
ware is too expensive, and slows their computers to a crawl.
Still others proudly claim that they do not use protective
software because they “practice safe HEX” and never visit
illicit websites or open email attachments. A few argue that
it is just too inconvenient to have a program that needs fre-
quent updates. I have another term for these misguided
individuals; I call them victims, either now or a victim
waiting to happen.

There are many antivirus products available in the
marketplace, ranging from some excellent freeware titles
(there goes the “too expensive” argument), to pricey com-
mercial products. Except for the scumware and scareware
fraudulent antivirus software that is hawked using phony
popups that tell you that your computer is infected, all of
the legitimate antivirus software will provide the user with
some reasonable degree of protection if updated frequently.

There is a new entry in the crowded antivirus field that is
offering an unusual method of providing comprehensive
antivirus protection without the need for downloading fre-
quent updates, and without any noticeable degradation in
computer performance. Another most unusual feature of
this new product is that it can explicitly be run in addition
to another antivirus program, providing an extra layer of
malware protection, without interfering or conflicting with
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the other antivirus program. This new product renders ob-
solete the old maxim that the user should never run two
antivirus programs at the same time. This most interesting
new product is called Immunet Protect, and can be down-
loaded (free) from www.immunet.com/user/new.

Unlike most other antivirus products, Immunet Protect only
installs a small program on your computer, but does not in-
stall a huge library of digital signatures that other programs
use, and Immunet Protect does not require any updating of
virus signatures. Immunet Protect uses a fairly new concept
called “cloud computing” where small digital signatures
created from the files on your computer are scanned by a
host of other powerful computers, rather than by your own
computer. This obviously requires an active internet con-
nection, but frees up your PC’s processor for other tasks,
rather than continuously scanning files against a massive
downloaded set of digital signatures that may not be totally
up to date. Immunet Protect sends very small digital signa-
tures that uniquely represent the files on your computer to
the cloud which is constantly updated, and it is the cloud,
not your computer, that does the scanning. The digital sig-
natures that are sent to the cloud are so small that they do
not put a significant drag on the speed and throughput of
the internet connection. If the digital signature is identified
as representing a file that is known as safe, then Immune
Protect will allow it to load and execute. If the digital sig-
nature is identified as one of the 12 million known threats,

then it is blocked. If the digital signature is unknown, the
cloud analyzes it and quickly determines if it is a threat or
not; if it is a threat, the digital signature is added to the
cloud’s threat database, and all Immunet Protect users are
now instantly protected from that threat, without the need to
download any new malware signature files. Another bene-
fit is that since Immunet Protect does not consume large
amounts of system resources, it frees up memory and pro-
cessor time for other tasks.

Immunet Protect is available in both 32 and 64 bit versions
which will run on all recent Windows versions. On this
computer which is running XP, I downloaded and installed
the 32 bit version. The download was very fast, as it was
only 3.5mb in size (version 1.0.26). It installed surprisingly
fast, and connected to the internet, showing that I was one
of over 80,000 users currently online and contributing “in-
telligence” to the cloud. While it was not mandatory, |
selected to register, which only required a name and email
address. I selected to perform a scan. In just a few minutes
the scan was completed, and no threats were found.

By default (which can be changed by the user with a single
mouse click), Immunet Protect monitors almost all software
activities on the computer. The “Monitor Application In-
stall” feature monitors all new software installed on the
computer either intentionally, or installed by other applica-
tions, including updates. If found to be safe, the install
process continues unabated; if a threat is found, the
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Immu net, continued

installation is stopped, and the user notified of his options.
As an experiment I downloaded and installed a new printer
driver, and even though the Immune Protect log shows that
every driver file was inspected and found to be safe, I did
not notice any decreased performance or slowed installa-
tion while the scanning was performed in real time. The
“Monitor Application Start” function examines all applica-
tion when they are loaded and run by sending the digital
signatures to the cloud. Again, there was no noticeable de-
cline in performance. “Active Protection Mode” prevents
applications from being installed unless that are proven
safe, a process that is typically completed in a fraction of a
second. “ETHOS Protection” uses heuristics to quickly in-
spect every file downloaded or executed for unknown
threats, and sends the information to the cloud for further
instant analysis; if a threat is found, then all Immunet Pro-
tect users have instant protection from the new threat
without the need of downloading signature updates.

Immune Protect can be used as a free standing antivirus
and anti-malware product, or run in addition to other
antivirus and security software. On this computer, I in-
stalled it even though I have another major name brand
antivirus product already installed and running. On this
computer, there have been no conflicts between Immunet
Protect and my other antivirus and security software, and I
have not noticed any slowed or otherwise degraded perfor-
mance having multiple products installed and running.

For those who would like enhanced protection at no cost,
Immune Protect recently created a strategic partnership with
the very popular and effective open source (free) ClamAV
antivirus. Available in 32 and 64 bit Windows versions
(runs on XP, Vista, and Windows 7) from
www.clamav.net/about/win32, this new version of ClamAYV inte-
grates the best of the proven ClamAV technology, with the
new technologies of Immunet’s cloud based system. Ac-
cording to the ClamAYV website, “Immunet placed ClamAV
into their Cloud infrastructure alongside their Ethos detec-
tion engine, and several other detection technologies. By
combining all these technologies, and utilizing the power of
community-based detection, we feel we have the most ef-
fective Anti-Virus technology on the market. And it only
gets better with every user that installs and utilizes our
technology.”

Since both Immunet Protect and ClamAYV are free, do not
significantly degrade performance, and do not require fre-
quent updating, the arcane arguments against having
effective antivirus software installed are out the “Window”.
There is now absolutely no excuse not to have a quality
antivirus product installed and protecting your system.
Whether you already have an antivirus product installed,
need to replace an existing product, or do not have an
antivirus product installed, either Immunet Protect by itself,
or integrated with ClamAV would be a good choice and
worthy of your consideration.

When is a dSLR NOT a dSLR?

Jerry Schneir (editor (at) lacspc.org), Los Angeles Computer Society(www.lacspc.org)

Simple question but very indicative of what the future holds
for some of us photo buffs. In simple terms, it is a camera
that is devoid of a mirror box assembly. In other terms it is
an interchangeable lens camera, but unlike a single lens re-
flex (SLR) it does NOT have a mirror to redirect the light
from the lens to the optical viewfinder. All SLR cameras,
digital and otherwise, use a mirror assembly to intercept the
light that comes through the lens and redirects the incoming
light to the viewfinder rather than to the film (or sensor) at
the back of the camera. Generally the light will also pass
through a prism or fixed mirrors at the top of the camera on
its way to the viewfinder. It is this complex configuration
that gives a SLR a distinctive look. It is also this configura-
tion that gives a SLR a distinctive sound as the mirror
swings out of the path of the incoming light and then re-
turns to redirect the light back to the viewfinder.

To answer the question we need to go back in time. The en-
tire dSLR world started changing in September of 2004
with Olympus’s introduction of their E300 dSLR. Here was
a camera that didn’t look quite like anything else, not SLR
nor rangefinder. It sported a mirror that worked different,
didn’t have the traditional top bulge and was based upon the
Four Thirds sensor design. In September of 2005 Olympus
came out with their E500 a dSLR looking camera and then
in January of 2006 they introduced the E330, another dSLR
type, but a camera with “Live View”, the ability to see the

image on the LCD before the shot was taken. That feature
caused an uproar among the traditional SLR manufacturers.
In February 2006 Panasonic introduced their unique look-
ing L1 which was also based upon the Four Thirds sensor..
While the L1 still incorporated a mirror it did not have the
look of a SLR, but more closely the rangefinder cameras of
the "1950-1960 period. That camera bombed primarily be-
cause of cost. In August of 2007 Panasonic introduced the
L10 which now resembled the traditional look of the SLR
and had Live View but again did not do as well as hoped
for by Panasonic.

In September of 2008 Panasonic brought forth the G1 a Mi-
cro Four Thirds camera that looked like a dSLR in that it
had the characteristic bulge on the top of the camera, had
interchangeable lenses, but it did NOT have a mirror box
assembly. In the GI, light passed directly through the lens
onto the imaging sensor. This was a much different camera.
The camera was different for several other reasons. It was
based upon the Four Thirds sensor size introduced several
years earlier, but used Micro Four Thirds mount lenses, and
used an electronic viewfinder (EVF) in place of the tradi-
tional optical viewfinder of the digital single lens reflexes
(dSLR) cameras. Though it looked like the smaller dSLR
cameras, Micro Four Thirds cameras are not dSLRs. They
are also smaller because they don’t house a dedicated
autofocus image sensor. The autofocus on the G1 uses the

Continued on page 8
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When is a dSLR NOT a dSLR?, continued

Four Thirds image sensor. This is exactly like autofocus on
a compact camera. But here, autofocus is speedier because
on the Micro Four Thirds cameras they use both a faster
autofocus algorithm and a faster processor. This makes
autofocus feels faster and more like a dSLR, at least on
some cameras.

Up to this time, two companies, Olympus and Panasonic
had adopted the Kodak developed Four Thirds sensor de-
sign. The major advantage, and to some old diehards, the
only advantage, was the reduction in both size and weight
of the lenses and to a certain extent, the size and weight of
the camera body as well. But these earlier cameras although
smaller and lighter in weight, still could NOT do what ev-
ery point and shoot camera could, show the image on the
LCD or EVF before taking the picture and shoot movies.
The GI still lacked the movie ability. The movie mode was
just peeking its head up in regular dSLR at about that time
with “Live View”. Panasonic changed that with the arrival
of the GH1 in March 2009, a new movie mode had been
added.

Up to this point in time, all these cameras still utilized the
mirror box, nothing really had changed until the earth shat-
tering (somewhat an exaggeration) introduction of the new
mirrorless cameras in 2009, the Olympus E-P1. This was a
rangefinder looking camera, albeit, without a rangefinder
but having the rangefinder look. However, this break-
through camera lacked two important built-in features, no

flash and no viewfinder of any type. Olympus partially cor-
rected this “whoops: with the introduction of the E-P2 in
November 2009. This camera had a port for connecting a
high resolution EVF. In February of this year, Olympus
announced its newest edition to this family, the E-PL1. This
camera had a built in flash and a port for connecting the
EVF.

Panasonic finally took the plunge into a rangefinder style
camera with the introduction of the GF1 in September of
2009. The GF1 uses an optional EVF and has a built-in
flash unit. In March of this year, Panasonic announced two
new cameras, the G2 and the G10. These are almost identi-
cal cameras resembling SLR designs more than anything
else. Interchangeable Micro Four Thirds lenses but no
mirror boxes.

But this question about dSLR cameras doesn’t end here,
other cameras with interchangeable lenses but lacking a
mirror box have been introduced, have been announced, or
are rumored to be in the works. I have deliberately skipped
talking about Leica cameras since, IMHO they are just
largely rebadged Panasonics. Sony showed their
non-working prototype based upon a full APS-C sensor.
Ricoh’s GXR comes with interchangeable units containing
a lens and a sensor in a rangefinder style camera. Can’t say
much about the sensor size since it is dependent upon the
lens that is part of the system. I have strong reservations
about this concept.

Continued above right

Continued below left

The Samsung NX10 is a rangefinder style camera using a
new lens format called NX. What is most interesting about
this camera is that it uses a APS-C size sensor, that is about
1.5x that of the Four Thirds sensors. Of course, this means
larger and heavier lenses than that of the Panasonic or
Olympus cameras of similar designs. While Canon and
Nikon have said nothing, rumors are rampant. [ suspect that
we will see new mirrorless digital cameras from these
mammoths of the industry in the later part of this year. |
suspect that the designs will be that of rangefinder styles
reminiscent of earlier Nikon RF cameras of the 1940-1960
and the same with Canon except they may base it more on
their popular G series of cameras such as their G11.

So here we have it, a whole new class of cameras, you
might say SLR cameras minus the R. I prefer to say RF
style since in my mind they are truly reminiscent of cam-
eras from the 1940-1960 time period. The advantage to this
new group of cameras is smaller size and lighter weight
while maintaining the excellent image quality associated
with the dSLR cameras. Disadvantage, fewer lens choices
and, for the time being, relatively more expensive. Some of
these cameras tend to be slower focusing but that is chang-
ing in the newer models.

This article has been obtained from APCUG with the au-
thor’s permission for publication by APCUG member
groups, all other uses require the permission of the author
(see e-mail address above). B
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Back Issues Still Needed

Our collection remains incomplete. Below is a list of
missing newsletters. Anyone who lends us one of
these (or supplies a good clear copy) will receive the
next CD as our thanks.

1975: #2 and #3 (dates uncertain)
1976: January
1984: August

1985: June, July, August, September.
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From The DealsGuy

Bob (The Cheapskate) Click (bobclick at bellsouth dot net), Greater Orlando Computer Users Group

*USB Feedback from Last Month’s Column

I received some feedback from last month’s comments
about my flash drive experience. Paul Witheridge from the
Sarnia, Ontario user group continued my comments about
the accidental drive letter assignment being a coincidence
because of the one time use to retrieve a file: he says “...ex-
cept when you need to boot from that USB drive. In that
case, your hard drive will be either disabled (dead or dis-
connected) or reordered in boot sequence on purpose. This
is so the desired boot drive (USB in this case) can take the
necessary C: letter assignment.”

I said that I wondered why a person would need to boot
from a USB flash drive, proposing that “unless you were
traveling and using a strange computer, or if you B & E’d a
house to borrow the use of their computer temporarily,” to
which he responded; “Those are two scenarios, of course.
Also, a dying hard drive, a severely virus infected hard
drive, and running an alternative operating system are a few
more.” I “think” I’m smarter now, but Paul is very knowl-
edgeable so I hope you get something out of his comments.

*More On My Ricoh Printer

In the past, [ have mentioned how satisfied I was with my
Ricoh color laser printer and their tech support. I was
brought into a world of reality recently when the store I
bought it from, not very far from me, was closed due the

loss of their lease. They have other stores, but they are all
much further away from me. Since I needed some toner car-
tridges, I went to Office Depot to get them, but they don’t
carry them for Ricoh. Neither does OfficeMax or Staples.
None of the three were interested in trying to order them for
me and were unable to find them on their Web site. Their
final response to me was “sorry, thank you, goodbye.”

I called Ricoh and I can order them from “Ricoh Direct,”
but they are priced slightly higher than where I was
buying them and the product would be shipped from out of
town. There’d be a shipping charge unless I was a volume
customer. No user group discount though, which our user
group receives from “Smart Guys Computers” from whom
I originally bought it, <http://www.smartguyscomputers.con’>.
Not only that, when inquiring about getting cartridges, I
also found out that my free tech support had run out. How-
ever, the guy told me that if [ had a somewhat simple
question, they would answer it for me anyway; otherwise,
there would be a charge. The good part is they speak
English, answer quickly, and they know their stuff.

Actually, there is another store operated by Smart Guys
Computers that I do get close to occasionally and I’ll try to
stock up so I won’t run out of cartridges. That way Il still
get an extra discount. I don’t go that direction very much so
stocking up should solve the problem, but I was surprised to
learn that cartridges for Ricoh printers were hard to find,

Continued above right
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considering that Ricoh has been around for years, and are
widely used in commercial installations.

One thing I might mention is that I have not been overly im-
pressed with the quality of the colored pages in newsletters
that I’ve printed. There are a few tiny lines vertically
through the picture and I don’t know if other brands might
have that flaw too.

*Unusual Vending Machines

I read an article in Travel And Leisure magazine about
vending machines. It’s a short article with a brief history
and shows a few unusual ones. Here is the URL, you may
find it interesting, <worlds-strangest-vending-machines>.

*Need Some Training?

I was able to make a connection with Robert Hodges of
KeyStone Learning Systems, and he has arranged a tempo-
rary discount for my readers on their learning courses.
These learning courses have a great reputation in the indus-
try. I don’t have room for listings and descriptions in the
column since many different courses are available. Their
Web site will give you information on the courses available,
and the prices. Other user groups have featured discounts on
this company’s courses in recent years and speak well of the
company’s reputation. The following are Robert’s com-
ments about KeyStone Learning systems.

“KeyStone Learning Systems <www.keystonelearning.com™>
provides a library of video-based, Instructor-led courses,
including self-paced IT Training for Microsoft Office 2007
and 2010, Windows 7, Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access,
Outlook, SharePoint, Project, OneNote, Acrobat, Crystal
Reports, Visio, and many other titles. For a full list of our
available courses, go here <keystonelearning.com/courses™>.

“Training is available either on interactive DVD, or via On-
line access 24x7, anywhere you have 