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ACGNJ Announcements

Main Meeting  Friday, December 7th, 8 to 10 PM
Frank Warren presents: Mobile Payments  How to get
paid using your smartphone

Window Pains Meeting  Friday, Dec. 21st, 8 to 10 PM
Our annual Holiday Party. Further details are not available
at this time. Please check the ACGNJ website.

Elections Are Here!

This month's Main Meeting is also our Annual Business
Meeting and Elections. Ideally, we should have a
complete slate of candidates to publish in this month's
newsletter; but as has happened before, we are still
looking for volunteers to fill a few open positions. So
please think about running for office. More than anything
else, our club needs YOU!

Happy Holidays!

Here's a “blast from the past”: Santa and his reindeer. I
used them in my good old DOS desktop publishing days,
on the covers of the December 1991, 1992 and 1993
issues of the Bayonne Train Club newsletter. However, all
three times, they were in “night” scenes. That is, printed
as white figures on a black background. Except for a few
test printouts that probably no longer exist, this is the first
time that they've ever been presented in a “positive” light.
Ah, nostalgia.

ACGNJ Meetings

For the very latest news on ACGNJ meetings, please
visit the ACGNJ Website (www.acgnj.org).
Lunics (Linux/UNIX): Mon. December 3, 8:00 PM
Andreas Meyer (lunics (at) acgnj.org)
Board of Directors Meeting: Tues, Dec. 4, 7:00 PM
Evan Williams (president (at) acgnj.org)
Main Meeting: Friday, December 7. 8:00 PM
Evan Williams (president (at) acgnj.org)
Layman’s Forum: Monday, December 10, 8:00 PM
Matt Skoda (som359 (at) aol.com)
Hardware Workshop: Monday, Dec. 10, 8 PM
Mike Reagan (hardware (at) acgnj.org)
Java: Tuesday, December 11, 7:30 PM
Mike Redlich (mike (at) redlich.net)
Mobile Devices: Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7:30 PM
Brenda Bell (mobdevsig (at) acgnj.org)
Investing: Thursday, December 13, 8:00 PM
Jim Cooper (jim (at) thecoopers.org).
NJ Gamers: Friday, December 14, 6:00 PM
Gregg McCarthy (greggmajestic (at) gmail.com)
Firefox: Monday, December 17, 7:30 PM
David McRitchie (firefox (at) acgnj.org)
C/C++: Tuesday, December 18, 7:30 PM
Bruce Arnold (barnold (at) ieee.org)
Window Pains: Friday, December 21, 8:00 PM
John Raff (john (at) jraff.com)

All meetings, unless otherwise noted, are at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, 1916 Bartle Ave, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey. Directions and map on back page.

http://www.acgnj.org
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Why So Big?

Bob Hawes, ACGNJ

Right off the bat (even before I tell you exactly what
is so big), I should tell you that I may not be able to
answer that question. I just don't have the proper
tools available for the job. Why? Because I'm in the
hospital again. Actually, I've been moved to a
convalescent facility; but my exact location doesn't
really matter. Either way, I'm cut off from my home
computers, and I have to make do with a borrowed
laptop. Running Windows Vista, yet. Horrors!
Unfortunately, of all the ideas simmering on the
“back burners” of my mind, this is the only one I've
got a shot at investigating while I'm using this
computer. (If I'm still here in a month, I have
absolutely no idea what I can write about for our next
issue). In case you were worried, my life definitely
isn't in danger, but my sanity might be. (Although I
meant that as a joke, it's true, too. The boredom here
can be excruciating).
What happened is that I had to have a second
operation on my left foot. This time, they fused my
ankle, so that my foot would be straight instead of

twisted. Now, I know about welding, so I know what
the verb “fuse” means. They join metal pieces by
using intense heat to melt them together. Happily for
me, the word has a different meaning when applied
to bone. There, they hold the bones in place using
rods, plates, and/or screws, and then just wait until
they grow together. Unhappily for me, such growth
takes time. Lots of time. My doctor estimated that it
will take about three months before I can put any
weight on my foot, and maybe six months to
completely heal. That translates into total healing by
midApril, but not even partial weight bearing before
midJanuary. So I've got a decent chance of attending
TCF in March of next year (even if it's in a
wheelchair or on crutches), but not much chance of
attending any ACGNJ meetings before May. (Our
usual meeting room is not handicapped accessible).
Anyway, let's get back on track. The sofar
unanswered question is: What's so big? The answer
is: My newsletter PDF files. Now for a little history.
Barbara DeGroot (our Editor Emeritus) took over as

Editor of this newsletter in 1995. At about the same
time, she began the arduous task of gathering all of
the back issues from the previous twenty years, and
scanning them into her computer. Most of the PDF
files she produced as a result of this project measured
between 1 and 2 MB. (Though some were bigger,
and a few came in smaller). In 1998, Barbara began
directly saving the newsletter PDF files that she
created using Ventura Publisher. Most of these new
files measured between 200 and 400 KB. (Again,
some were bigger and some were smaller). That's
roughly one fifth the size of the scanned in files.
What's more, this proportion remained remarkably
consistent for the next fourteen years, right up to her
last issue as Editor, in December of 2011.
I used Scribus (my fun, fabulous and free Desktop
Publisher) to make eight of the ten “practice”
newsletters that I put out before I took over as full
time Editor in January of 2012. My first newsletter
(EndofJune 2008 Supplement) was originally sent
out as a “plain vanilla” email. It was an unadorned
document, purposely kept as simple as possible, so

that even the oldest, most primitive email client out
there would be able to read it. The PDF version that I
later created “for the archives” was a bit more
elaborate; but it was just four pages long, contained
only one illustration, and measured 245 KB. (As far
as size goes, that's right in line with Barbara's files.
So far, so good). On the other hand, my second issue
(EndofYear 2008 Supplement) was 20 pages long,
contained 23 illustrations, and measured 4.3 MB. (So
much for that 2 MB idea).
My third through eighth Scribus efforts came in as
follows. July 2009: 10 pages, 3 illustrations, 1.8 MB.
August 2009: 15 pages, 20 illustrations, 2.3 MB. July
2010: 8 pages, 14 illustrations, 6.2 MB. August 2010:
14 pages, 21 illustrations, 2.0 MB. July 2011: 16
pages, 8 illustrations, 3.5 MB. August 2011: 16
pages, 18 illustrations, 2.9 MB. In my article How...
Big... Was It? (in the August 2011 issue), I described
how I built that self same August 2011 issue
completely from scratch, listing every single teeny,
tiny addition that I made in mindnumbing detail.
There, I demonstrated (to my satisfaction, anyway)

(Continued Above Right)

December 2012

ACGNJ

(Continued Below Left)

Page 3

Why So Big? continued

that 2.9 MB was absolutely the smallest size that I
could get for that particular set of material without
unduly sacrificing quality. Because of this, I reset
my maximum PDF size to 3 MB.
Of my other two “practice”newsletters, the first
(Rejected First Version of August 2010) was a failed
Ventura Publisher experiment. It contained only 4
pages (out of a planned 14), had just 3 illustrations
(out of a planned 21), and measured a mere 85 KB.
The second (October/December 2011 Supplement,
also known as October 2011 Special Security
Edition) was a mostly finished 25 page Word DOC
file that we received from Judy Taylour of APCUG
(Association of Personal Computer User Groups),
with her permission to put our masthead on it, and
then send it out to our members. After converting it
into a LibreOffice ODT file, I did a major hatchet job
on page one; but I made only minor changes to the
rest. (Mostly just inserting extra blank lines until
everything lined up nicely on each page. That's how
our version became a 26 page document).
When everything was finished, I created my PDF file

directly from the LibreOffice word processor, thus
not using Scribus at all. That way, I preserved as
much of the original “flavor” of Judy's work as
possible. (Our PDF contained 24 illustrations and
measured 766 KB). On the front page, I gave Barbara
credit as “ACGNJ Editor”, gave Judy credit as
“Special Guest Editor”, and gave myself credit as
“Layout”. That's an injoke. In the newsletter that
came out one issue before she took over as Editor,
Barbara was credited for “Layout”. I figured that if it
was good enough for her, it was good enough for me.
(In fact, that's actually all I really did to most of the
pages, anyway). We designated this special issue as
Volume 36, Number 13; and I took over as Editor
with Volume 37, Number 01.
My first eight “regular” newsletters came in as
follows. January 2012: 16 pages, 7 illustrations, 1.7
MB. February 2012: 16 pages, 4 illustrations, 1.7
MB. March 2012: 16 pages, 6 illustrations, 1.7 MB.
April 2012: 16 pages, 6 illustrations, 2.4 MB. May
2012: 24 pages, 4 illustrations, 2.5 MB. June 2012:
16 pages, 7 illustrations, 2.1 MB. July 2012: 16

pages, 7 illustrations, 2.3 MB. August 2012: 16
pages, 14 illustrations, 3.3 MB. Up to this point, only
four issues had exceeded 3 MB in size: EndofYear
2008 Supplement (4.3 MB), July 2010 (6.2 MB), July
2011 (3.5 MB) and August 2012 (3.3 MB); but then
we come to the two issues I produced on the
aforementioned borrowed Windows laptop. October
2012 had only 12 pages, but it contained 18
illustrations and measured 6.1 MB; while November
2012 had 16 pages, contained 24 illustrations, and
measured 5.6 MB.
Like the four previous “exceeders”, both had lots of
illustrations. In How... Big... Was It? (August 2011), I
developed the working theory that those images were
responsible for those PDF file sizes. So far, I've
turned up nothing that would tend to refute this
theory. (Isn't it amazing? It's taken me only 1,300
words to get to this point). So, now that we've
slogged through all this recap, what exactly are we
going to do in this article? Well, we're going to run
How... Big... Was It? in reverse. We'll make
sacrificial copies of the work files for the October

and November issues, then delete their images one
by one, recording the sizes of each resultant PDF file
as we go; but first, I've got a little bit more
explaining to do.
As I said (with disgust) earlier, the borrowed laptop
on which I'm writing this article is running Windows
Vista. (Shudder). However, it already had Firefox
installed and set as its default web browser. It also
had OpenOffice.org 3.1.0 installed. (Though I've now
switched to LibreOffice on my own computers, OOo
is completely compatible, so I've got no complaints
there). That's two out of three of my mostused
programs; but I still had to install Scribus myself. I
searched the Internet, where I found and installed
Scribus 1.3.3.13. (That's the version I have on my
Linux computers at home). Unfortunately, it just
wouldn't run right under Vista. So I had to install
Scribus 1.4.1 instead. Now, that newer version is not
backwards compatible, and I prefer 1.3.3.13; but
1.4.1 was the only one that worked, so I had to use it.
So now, finally, we can get started; and we'll begin at
the end, on the very last page of the latest issue.
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Why So Big? continued

November's page 16 is mostly just one giant image (8
½ inches wide by 10 ¼ inches high), covering
everything except for the bottom ¾ inch of the page.
(So that the commonly controlled footer information,
which is displayed by the “master” pages, can show
through). That image's file name is 1108page16
150.png, and its size is 414 KB. It's a PNG (Portable
Network Graphics) file, its resolution is 150 dpi (dots
per inch), and it was last updated in August of 2011.
The Scribus work file for the November 2012 issue
was named 2012Nov2.sla. I made a copy of it,
renamed it 2012Nov0.sla, opened it with Scribus,
deleted that image (but not the image frame that held
it), saved my modified work file, and then exported a
new PDF from it. My resultant file measured 5,060
KB.
One further detail: I listed the size of the November
newsletter as 5.6 MB above, but Windows Explorer
had actually displayed it as 5,767 KB. To get a MB
value consistent with the other previously listed PDF
file sizes, I divided that figure by 1024, and then
rounded it off. However, for greater accuracy, we'll

stick with the KB figures from this point on. So:
5,767 minus 5,060 equals 707 KB. Wow! A total size
reduction that's 293 KB bigger than the image file
itself. Furthermore, we know from How... Big... Was
It? that when I added this exact same image to the
work file for the August 2011 issue, the size of the
PDF file created by Scribus 1.3.3.13 was only
increased by about 300 KB. Obviously, we picked up
some bloat from somewhere. (Later, I deleted the
now empty image frame from page 16, and then
exported another PDF file. Its size was also 5,060
KB. Curious, I used Windows Explorer's
“Properties” feature to display every digit of both
size figures, and I found a total difference of just 41
bytes).
Like page 16, page 15 is also mostly just one giant
image. Its file name is 1108page15150.png, and its
size is 308 KB. I deleted this image (and its image
frame) from my temporary work file, and exported
another PDF. Its size was 4,579 KB, a difference of
481 KB. Another reduction bigger than the image
file itself; and also greater than the increase realized

in August 2011. Now, page 15 was not yet
completely empty. It still contained one teeny tiny
text frame; and page 16 still had fourteen of them.
Those were my “wacky kludges”, which allowed the
Internet links on these pages to work. (They had been
converted into PDF Annotations, and given the
properties of External WebLinks). I deleted the one
on page 15, exported another PDF, and got a
difference of only 256 bytes. Then I deleted the
fourteen remaining frames on page 16, and got a PDF
measuring 4,576 KB, a decrease of just 3 KB. (The
actual difference was 3,012 bytes, about 215.1 bytes
per frame). All in all, this difference is insignificant,
so we won't bother with any more of these frames
that we might run across later. (For further
information about my “wacky kludges”, see In
Search of the Missing Links in our July 2011 issue.
Be warned, though. The article starts on page 5, but
we don't actually run into any “missing links” until
page 9).
There was an advertisement on page 14, for our
Newsletter Collection CD. Its illustration was a 2,418

KB image file named NL_CD_12.png. I deleted that
image from my work file, and I deleted its associated
image frame, too. (From now on, when I delete an
image, I'll always delete the image frame that held it
as well. Therefore, I won't be separately stating this
fact again). Then, I exported a new PDF file. It
measured 4,076 KB, a decrease of 500 KB.
Unfortunately, the information recorded in How...
Big... Was It? is just too different to be compared
usefully here; but I'm going to list it anyway. The ad
in our August 2011 issue was printed on page 3, and
it was for last year's CD. The image file was named
NL_CD100.jpg, its size was 108 KB, and its addition
produced a PDF size increase of only 107.6 KB.
(Actually, listing this information did turn out to be
useful. It told me that I could have done much better
in this area).
Here, I must confess to having misled you earlier.
Seven paragraphs above, I wrote that our November
2012 issue contained “24 illustrations”. So why did I
say illustrations? Because I was playing word games.
If I'd said images, I would have had to say “43
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Why So Big? continued

images”. Those 19 unmentioned images are all so
small (just one eighth of an inch square) that when I
count the pictures in a newsletter, I usually don't
bother to include them in my totals. (In fact, none of
the totals for any of the other newsletters listed above
include these images). In this particular case, 14 of
those extras were all copies of one single file, named
TINY_PC2.gif. The other 5 were PNG images
containing copies of TINY_PC2.gif. (More about
these 5 later). In case you didn't guess from its name
and size, TINY_PC2.gif is the teeny tiny computer
picture that we use to mark the ends of various
closing paragraphs.
Now, GIF (Graphics Interchange Format) files
support only 256 colors, but feature lossless
compression; and compared to other file formats,
they're quite small. Since I often need only two or
three colors, this format seemed perfect for me.
While there are valid reasons why GIF files should
not be used in professional page layouts or
commercial print jobs, those reasons don't apply to
me. I'm not doing super high quality color printing.

I'm just making a PDF newsletter for a computer
club. However, some transcendent genius at Scribus
has helpfully decided that I should be informed every
time I use one. (As if I'm not competent enough to
know which type of file I'd chosen). Thus, the
Preflight Verifier in Scribus 1.4.1 now gives me an
“Image is GIF” error message for every such file I
include.
It so happens that there were seven of those tiny
images on page 14, and another six on page 13. That
gave me 13 additional bloated, intrusive,
unnecessary, and absolutely useless error messages
for those two pages. (That's thirteen more reasons to
go back to version 1.3.3.13 as soon as I can). I
deleted one of those page 14 images, exported a new
PDF, and got a decrease in size of 11 bytes. Then, I
deleted the other 6 on page 14, and got a decrease of
143 bytes. (About 23.8 bytes for each image). After
that, I deleted the 6 images on page 13, and got a
decrease of 100 bytes. (About 16.7 bytes per image).
There was one more of those images in that
newsletter, on page 1. So I jumped out of sequence to

delete it, and exported yet another PDF. I got a file
size of 4,049 KB, a decrease of 27 KB (27,448
bytes).
That result amazed, astonished and confused me. So
much so that I thought I must have made some kind
of mistake. Therefore, I made another sacrificial copy
of my original November work file, and began
deletions all over again. This time, I deleted those 14
tiny images in a different order; but I still got similar
results. Including the big decrease after the last
image was removed. (This time, that last one had
been deleted from page 13). I concluded that the
small results I got for the first 13 deletions were
because I had, in fact, only deleted 13 links to a
single central copy. Only when I deleted the last
remaining link did I also delete the image itself. (I've
got no proof for this theory, but it does sort of make
sense).
Anyway, we've now gone back to clearing pages in
reverse order, and we're on page 12. This was the
final page of our “foreign imports” section. It
contains four JPEG holiday cartoons and a new kind

of articleending image. Starting at the bottom left, I
got a 70 KB decrease in PDF size when I deleted a
71 KB cartoon, and a 96 KB decrease when I deleted
a 95 KB cartoon. Then a 65 KB decrease for a 66 KB
cartoon, an 81 KB decrease for an 80 KB cartoon,
and a 76 byte decrease for that new kind of image.
Next was page 11, which had no images; but page 10
had another of those new images. When I deleted it, I
got a decrease of 66 KB. From my previous
experience, I concluded that in my fifth page 12
deletion, I had only wiped out a link; but in my page
10 deletion, I'd wiped out an image. Lo and behold,
when I investigated, I found that was exactly what
had happened.
Earlier, I wrote “The other 5 were PNG images
containing copies of TINY_PC2.gif. (More about
these 5 later)”. Well, now it's “later”. Under real
world conditions, placing those really tiny computer
images in exactly the right spot turned out to be a lot
harder than I'd originally expected. So I created
larger, easier substitutes. There are actually three
different versions of these files. The one I just double
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Why So Big? continued

deleted was the biggest, a 34 KB file named PC
4line.png. I made it by taking a screen shot of the
closing paragraph of an earlier article, containing the
original version of our most recent “permission”
message (usually printed in italics): “This article has
been obtained with permission to reprint by non
profit or other user groups, with credit given to the
author, the publication and the user group”, followed
by our little computer picture (a copy of
TINY_PC2.gif). It fits into an image frame 3.6
inches wide and 0.8 inches high. As its name would
imply, its contents wrap into 4 lines of text.
Merely by changing “has been” into “was”, I got a
31 KB version that wraps into 3 lines, and fits into an
image frame 3.6 inches wide by 0.6 inches high. Its
file name is PC3line.png. So far, I haven't run into a
“foreign import” situation that one of these two files
can't handle; but if I ever do, I'll just have to go back
to inserting our little computer pictures separately.
(Tedious and time consuming though that is). The
third version is a 7 KB image named PCSeeYa.png,
which I created to terminate my own articles. It

contains my usual tag line: “See you next month”,
followed by our tiny computer picture. Originally, I
designed it to fit into an image frame 3.6 inches wide
by 0.2 inches high; but it recently occurred to me that
I could make it even more useful by making it
shorter. So I cut it down to 1.5 inches wide. Now, as
before, I can use it as a standalone closing
paragraph; but I can also append it to the end of an
existing sentence as well. (If it has at least an inch
and a half of space free, of course). All in all, much
more versatile.
Peeking ahead, I could see that when we cleared page
10, we did, indeed, clear all copies of PC4line.png,
just as I'd concluded above. There were no images on
page 9; but two on page 8. The first was a 70 KB
JPEG cartoon. Deleting it yielded a 69 KB decrease
in PDF file size. The second was a copy of PC
3line.png. As I expected by now, deleting it yielded
only a 73 byte decrease. Page 7 contained another
instance of PC3line.png (our second and last).
Deleting it yielded a 61 KB decrease in PDF file size.
(Again, as expected). Page 6 contained our one and

only copy of PCSeeYa.png. Deleting it yielded an 11
KB decrease. Now, we've hit the “Mother Lode”. My
article Logo Mania contained 15 images in four
pages. (That's not counting PCSeeYa.png that we
just deleted).
Page 6 contained three of those images. The first was
an 11 KB file named ACGNJ4HP.GIF. Deleting it
yielded a 34 KB decrease in PDF file size. (It also
gave me one of those totally pointless “Image is
GIF” error messages). The second was an 8 KB file
named Pumpkin1.gif. Deleting it gave me another
useless error message, and it gave me a 21 KB
decrease in size, too. The third image was a 5 KB file
named MoonWitch1.png. Deleting it gave me a
different (and maybe not quite so pointless) error
message: “Image resolution below 144 DPI,
currently 82 x 82 DPI”. Plus, it gave me a 2 KB
decrease in PDF size.
Page 5 contained two images. Neither gave me any
error messages, but the first one gave me another
kind of problem. It was a 20 KB file named
ACGNJ3W1.PNG; and when I deleted it, I got a

decrease of 187 KB. Now, I rechecked it three times,
using different temporary work files; and I got the
same result each time. Such multiple verifications
left me with no choice but to accept this ludicrously
enormous figure and move on. If something went
wrong somewhere, it probably happened when I first
added that file, so there's nothing that I can do about
it now. The second image was a 19 KB file named
ACGNJ3R1.PNG. Deleting it gave me a 47 KB
decrease in PDF size. Still unexpectedly large, but
not as much.
Page 4 contained five images, none of which gave
me any error messages. The first was a 63 KB file
named ACGNJ3WC.PNG. Deleting it gave me a
decrease of 210 KB. The second was a similar 63 KB
file named ACGNJ3RC.PNG. Deleting it gave me a
decrease of 258 KB. (Do I detect a trend here?) The
third was a 4 KB file named logo1112.png. Deleting
it gave me a decrease of 26 KB. The fourth image on
page 4 was a 7 KB file named ACGNJ3R0.PNG.
Deleting it gave me a decrease of 40 KB. The fifth
was a 57 KB file named ACGNJ3W0.PNG. Deleting
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Why So Big? continued

it gave me a decrease of 73 KB. Apparently, those
two relatively huge results from page 5 were not
mistakes. Like these five results, they were
unexpectedly bloated, but normal.
Page 3 also contained five images, the last two of
which gave me error messages. The first image was
an 18 KB file named ACGNJ4BW.PNG. Deleting it
gave me a decrease of 168 KB. The second was a
similar 18 KB file named ACGNJ4R.PNG. Deleting
it gave me a decrease of 202 KB. The third was a 3
KB file named acgnj2.png. Deleting it gave me a
decrease of 22 KB. The fourth image on page 3 was a
1 KB file named acgnj1.gif. Deleting it gave me a
decrease of 8 KB. It also gave me one of those totally
pointless “Image is GIF” error messages, plus one of
those not quite so pointless “Image resolution below
144 DPI, currently 94 x 94 DPI” error messages. The
fifth was a 2 KB file named acgnj.gif. Deleting it
gave me a decrease of 10 KB. It also gave me an
“Image is GIF” message and an “Image resolution
below 144 DPI, currently 139 x 139 DPI” message.

There were no images on page two; and the only
image remaining on page one was a 63 KB file
named ACGNJ3RC.PNG. Deleting it gave me a
decrease of 259 KB, for a final imagefree PDF file
size of 2,008 KB (1.96 MB). So that's it. We're
through with the November 2012 newsletter; and it
only took about 4,200 words to do it, too. So far, I've
got two preliminary conclusions: Using PNG images
leads to bloated PDF files, and using GIF images
leads to annoying and useless error messages. At the
end of this article's ninth paragraph, I said; “We'll
make sacrificial copies of the work files for the
October and November issues, then delete their
images one by one”. That means we're now just
halfway done. However, in our first paragraph, I
said; “If I'm still here in a month, I have absolutely
no idea what I can write about for our next issue”.
Do you detect a winwin situation here? If I split this
article in two, we can stop right now, and I'll have a
subject for our next issue. Everybody will be happy.
So that's what I'm going to do.

Evolving Technology

Bill James, Editor / Webmaster, Computer Club of Oklahoma City
Newsletter: eMonitor (www.ccokc.org) wijames (at) sbcglobal.net

It’s fascinating to me to see how technology is
evolving. Who knew that our lives would be
transformed so radically in a scant 30 years? My first
encounter with a PC was with some friends were
early adopters buying Commodores, Atari’s and later
IBM PC Juniors for the kids. They seemed to know
that PC’s would be something that their children
should be acquainted with. As for me I could not put
that vision into perspective. It wasn’t until years later
that I could fully see the possibilities.
When I got my first computer I tried to find tasks that
I could do with it. As I have heard some say the best
way to become acquainted with your computer is to
find a ‘killer’ application. It could be a game, a
productivity project using word processing, a
spreadsheet or PowerPoint presentation. It could be
anything that requires a computer to complete or
possibly just a game such as Solitaire.
I see our CCOKC members coming to grips with the
evolution of technology. To some, it is
Page 8

overwhelming, to others it just a challenge. It was a
challenge for me as well. I have always enjoyed
finding out how things work.
Which brings me to my latest challenge and that is
the smartphone. I have a Motorola Bionic, an
Android phone that I have decided to make my
laptop replacement. I am challenging myself to do as
much as I can just using a phone. I have not allowed
the screen size to cloud my objective. I think of my
phone as being the only device that I have to conduct
my daily business whether it is doing my banking,
buying online, reading and sending emails etc. It has
sort of become a game, which is not only fun but a
learning experience.
My only limitation to my experience is costs. I try to
find apps that are free and are capable of doing the
task that I want to do. Fortunately for me my data
plan is unlimited so I do not have the constraint of a
limited data plan.
If you do not have an unlimited plan, you have to be
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Evolving Technology, continued
aware of what type of data plan you have when you
use your phone for movies, music and TV. Don’t
think in terms of why would you we want to do this,
but think of doing it because you can. It might be a
onetime experience; the application that you found
maybe does not do what you thought it would do.
But don’t let that deter you, think of the confidence
that you will gain by just trying to do it. It has almost
become habitual that I use my phone’s internet
connection to: Find directions to a place or business I
have not visited before, using the phones builtin
GPS, find out how good the restaurant that I might
visit is, or look up the latest information on a product
that I plan on buying. I can do all of this on the spot
and not wait until I get home.
We all need a personal data assistant, a person (now a
device) that can give you information at a moment
notice. Your phone can now be that device. So give it
a try, you will be surprised what you can do.
The CCOKC has two Mobile Devices Study groups
(SIGs); several attendees are now proud owners of
their very first smartphone.

Acronis True Image Home 2012

Herb Goldstein, Editor, Sarasota PCUG, FL
Newsletter: Sarasota PC Monitor (www.spcug.org) pcugedit (at) verizon.net
part, of what resides on your hard drive, you are very
In order for a computer to work it needs software, the
lucky. Secondly, you can be certain that one day you
primary basic and necessary of which is its operating
will. Be prepared for that day by making regular
system (e.g. Microsoft Windows). That being
backups of your computer and using flawless
satisfied, your computer becomes a storehouse of
imaging backup software, making Acronis True
data and information you provide to it in a moment
Image Home a musthave!
by moment basis. Unfortunately there are a multitude
of pitfalls and quagmires that can easily destroy all
Most of our members have already heeded this
that vital and irreplaceable data in the blink of an
advice, making Acronis True Image Home their most
eye. Consequently, the second most vitally important
popular choice. I can tell you unashamedly that on
item that belongs on your computer is safe,
several hard drive failure occasions over the years it
competent, reliable software capable of backing up
has saved my life.
and replacing everything on your computer. Number
Acronis True Image Home has blossomed over the
one and most popular in that category is Acronis True
years into a comprehensive multifaceted utility
Image Home that provides a bit for bit totally
which in its latest release, Acronis True Image Home
complete image of everything residing on your
12, is not only the leading backup, but currently
computer.
contains a variety of essential utility components that
If you have never suffered the loss, in whole or in
make it an industry leader. Here is a quick rundown
December 2012
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Acronis True Image Home 2012, continued

on some of what's new and improved in the currently
available upgraded product:
Disk Imaging  Backup the entire system on the fly
with our patented disk imaging technology. It ensures
the recovery of your operating system and
applications without reinstalling any software.
Clone Disk  Copy your entire hard drive and replace
it with a new one without reinstalling operating
systems and applications, saving hours of effort.
New! File Synchronization  lets you replicate
important data between multiple computers, files or
devices. Sync files with friends, family or colleagues
over the Web. Or sync with local folders, including
USB sticks or external hard drives.
Exclusive! Try&Decide®  lets you take a test drive
first to see if you want to keep or discard the changes
to your system. This is also very practical for
browsing potentially dangerous websites.
Improved! Ease of Use  Acronis True Image Home
2012 allows you to delay the start of a backup at
computer startup so that it doesn’t impact your
system. It also restarts the backup if any task fails.
New! Enhanced NAS Support  Acronis True
Image Home 2012 now supports Acronis’ award
winning Nonstop Backup technology to a network

share. A Network Attached Storage (NAS) device is
also suggested as a backup place when attached to
the network.
Set&Forget™  lets you configure your backups just
once and then the software does the remembering for
you. And oneclick protection gives you a single
click shortcut to launch a preconfigured backup
whenever you feel like it.
Improved! Acronis
Nonstop
Backup

Automatically starts incremental backups to multiple
destinations, including Acronis Secure Zone®,
allowing users to roll back their system, files and
folders to any point in time
Acronis® True Image™ Online – provides 250 GB
of secure Online Storage to save your precious data.
Live Backups  allows you to keep on working with
no interruption during backups.

moment of the backup.
File Backup  Back up individual files, folders or file
categories.
Privacy tools  Protect confidently private
information with a thorough system cleaning and
reliable data destruction of files, partitions, or
volumes.
Set & Forget™ Backups  Once configured, backups
can be performed automatically.
Incremental and differential backups  Choose
backup types, which both capture the changes made
since the last backup, and with Acronis data
compression, both save disk space.
Image Encryption with AES  Protects your backup
data with industry standard encryption security tools.
Enhanced! Extreme Media Versatility  Back up
your files or system to almost any type of media
imaginable, including DVDs, USB keys, external
hard drives, GPT drives or NAS.
Virtual Hard Disk support  Convert Acronis’
backup images (.tib) into virtual hard disk files (.vhd)
and vice versa, allowing users to mount an image as
a virtual disk and explore it. Windows 7 Ultimate
users can also boot from .vhd images.
USB 3.0 standard  Gives you highspeed data
transfer for all your critical safeguards, whether file
backup or full PC backup.

One of the most outstanding features of Acronis True
Image Home is its automaticity. Using this feature, I
have it set to make a backup automatically every day
at a given time every morning. I am never more than
24 hours behind a complete and full restoration of
my complete hard drive or any of the individual files
or folders thereon. I have elected to back up my drive
by the differential (vs. the incremental) method and
have it set to perform a differential backup daily and
a complete full backup every two weeks. By
whatever method you select its easy and automatic
unattended with Acronis True Image Home. Of
course, using Acronis True Image Home 12, you can
also elect to use the continuous incremental backup
feature which keeps you uptodate all the time!
In the event of a total hard drive failure or booting
problem, Acronis True Image Home has provided for
you to create an emergency disk at the very outset
that you can use to get your hard drive booted and
then restore its backedup contents. I can also
transfer the entire contents of the drive on to a new
drive in case I want to scrap the old. Acronis has

(Continued Above Right)
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Other key features and technologies:
Windowsstyle interface  The improved sleek
interface of this product works on Windows XP,
Vista, and Windows 7.
Acronis Startup Recovery Manager  Boot and
restore an entire PC system quickly without using an
additional boot medium.
Time Explorer  Add comments to any backup and
take advantage of Time Explorer screenshots that
show exactly what your desktop looked like at the
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Acronis True Image Home 2012, continued

spared no effort or function to get you operational in
the event hard drive problem or disaster.
True Image Home 2012 is available to user group
members at discount from Gene Barlow at
www.ugr.com.
To order Acronis True Image Home 2012 from Gene
at a user group discount, go to his secure web site at
www.ugr.com/TrueImage.html and click on the
appropriate Buy Now button to start the purchase. He
offers single or multiple copies of the products in
either download form or on a CD. A single copy of
True Image 2012 can be purchased from him for $25

as a download or just $5 more (for shipping) on a
CD. This is less than half the normal list price of this
excellent product. Visa, MasterCard, and Discovery
credit cards are accepted. If you prefer to mail him a
check for the products, you can place the order on his
web site and indicate you will mail him a check. His
special discount order code is UGTI2012.

Cartoons by Greg West
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SIG News

LUNICS (Linux/Unix)
Andreas Meyer (lunics@acgnj.org)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/lunics.html

LUNICS is a group for those who share an interest in
Unix and similar operating systems. While we do
quite a bit with Linux, we’ve also been known to
discuss Solaris and BSD as well. Recent meetings
have followed a Random Access format. See our web
page for further information. (We meet on the first
Monday of each month, at 8:00 PM).
Main Meeting
Evan Williams (president@acgnj.org)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/mainmeet.html

We meet on the first Friday of the month, at 8:00 PM.
Each December, this meeting includes our Annual
Business Meeting and Officer Elections. No
meetings in July or August.
Layman’s Forum
Matt Skoda (som359@aol.com)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/laymans.html

This SIG discusses issues of interest to novice users
or those planning to get started in computing. Watch
our Web page for updates and announcements. We
meet at the same time as the Hardware Workshop.
(On the second Monday of the month, at 8:00 PM).
No meetings in July and August.
Hardware Workshop
Mike Reagan (hardware@acgnj.org)

This group is dedicated to repairing, refurbishing
and/or recycling older computers. Ten people
attended the first meeting, so there is still a market
for this type of event. Although we looked at some of
the older equipment stored in he back room, most of
our time was spent in talking about ast experiences
and planning for the future. Hopefully, we can
establish a viable longterm schedule of projects, and
keep the interest of those who attended this inaugural
meeting. If you have a hardware problem, bring it in
and we can all help fix or demolish it. (No guarantees
either way.) We meet at the same time as the
Layman's Forum. (On the second Monday of each
month, at 8:00 PM).
December 2012

Java
Mike Redlich (mike@redlich.net)
http://www.redlich.net/javasig/javasig.html

This SIG covers beginner, intermediate, and
advanced level Java programming. Primary focus is
on developing useful/practical applets and
applications. (We meet on the second Tuesday of
each month, at 7:30 PM).
Mobile Devices
Brenda Bell (mobdevsig@acgnj.org)

The Mobile Devices SIG focuses largely on current
generation cellphones and smart phones (such as
Blackberry, Android, iPhone) which bridge the gap
between basic cell phones and traditional computers,
and how they can help you manage and organize
your life. Our membership ranges from those who
have recently acquired their first, basic cellphone to
those who develop applications for today’s modern
smart phones, iPods, and ultraportable computers.
While we expect to spend much of our time
investigating the builtin features and specialized
applications available to modern smart phones, if you
bring your basic (or multimedia) cell phone, iPod, or
other mobile device with questions on how to use it,
where to find applications, or what features they
have, we are always happy to help! Meet and greet
and plan where this event goes. Bring all your ideas,
PDAs, fancy phones, etc. (We meet on the second
Wednesday of alternate months (we get the even
ones), at 7:30PM).
WebDev
Evan Williams (webdev@acgnj.org)

This SIG is an open forum for all Website
Development techniques and technologies, to
encourage study and development of web sites of all
kinds. All languages will be considered and
examined. The current project is a CMS for the club.
Anyone interested in starting a new project, come to
the meeting and announce/explain. Provide as much
detail as possible. WebDev should be an all
encompasing development and examination forum
for all issues, applications, OS, languages and
systems one can use to build Websites. We currently
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SIG News, continued

have two web development language SIGs: .NET and
Java; but other languages and OS need to be
investigated, examined and tested; Windows, Linux,
UNIX, DEC, Vax, HP etc. IntelPC, Motorola  MAC
etc. (We meet on the second Wednesday of alternate
months (we get the odd ones), at 7:30 PM).
Investment Software
Jim Cooper (jim@thecoopers.org)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/sig_investment.html

The Investment SIG continues with presentations on
how to use analysis programs TC2000 and TCNet.
Large charts are presented on our pull down screen
and illustrate the application of computer scans and
formulas to find stocks for profitable investments.
Technical analysis determines buy points, sell points
and projected moves. Technical analysis can also be
used on fundamentals such as earnings, sales growth,
etc. We're no longer focusing on just Telechart. If you
are using (or interested in) Tradestation, eSignal,
VectorVest, or just in learning how to select and use
charting and technical analysis, come join us!! (We
meet on the second Thursday of the month, at 8 PM).
NJ Gamers
Gregg McCarthy (greggmajestic@gmail.com)
http://www.NJGamers.com
www.lanparty.com

C/C++ Programming
Bruce Arnold (barnold@ieee.org)
http://acgnj.barnold.us/index.html
This is a forum for discussion of programming in
general, beginning and intermediate level C, C++, C
Win programming, hardware, algorithms, and
operating
systems.
We
demonstrate
real
programming in a nonintimidating way, presenting
complete code for working programs in 35 sheets of
paper. (We meet on the third Tuesday of each month,
at 7:30 PM). No meetings in July or August.
Window Pains
John Raff (jraff@comcast.net)
http://www.acgnj.org/groups/winpains.html
Intended to provide members with Windows oriented
discussions, Microsoft and Linux style. Directed to
more technological level of attendee, but newbies are
welcomed. (We meet on the third Friday of the
month at 8:00 PM). No meetings in July or August.
37th Anniversary Newsletter CD Now On Sale
Beta .12 Release.
$8.00, including
postage.

The Friday Night Frag starts at 6:00 PM on the
second Friday of each month, and keeps going until
12 Noon on Saturday  18 hours for 5 bucks!
BYOC  Bring your own computer.
BYOF  Bring your own food.
And if you don't like sitting on metal folding chairs...
BYO chair!
Firefox
David McRitchie (firefox@acgnj.org).

This SIG is an open forum for all Firefox and
Mozilla techniques and technologies, to encourage
study and development of web sites of all kinds. All
browsers will be considered and examined. All
members and guests are invited to check out the
design concepts and voice their opinion. (We meet on
the third Monday of each month, at 7:30 PM).
Page 14

($7.00 if you pick
up a copy at a
meeting).
Get yours today!

Back Issues Still Needed

Our collection remains incomplete. Below is a
list of missing newsletters. Anyone who lends us
one of these (or supplies a good clear copy) will
receive the next CD as our thanks.
1975: #2 and #3 (dates uncertain).
1976: January.
1984: August.
1985: June, July, August, September.
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